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1. PRINCIPLE: 
 

1.1. Bowls Australia (BA) believes in a fair and equitable 

competition and will do everything in its power to ensure that 
all players participate within the Laws of the Sport of bowls. 

 
1.2. Bowls Australia provides the following policy for use during 

all Bowls Australia events. The policy can be adopted at any 
level to assist the controlling body in their decision making. 

 
1.3 The Bowls Australia philosophy is to allow access to our sport 

to as many participants as possible and ensure an inclusive 

atmosphere for all involved. 

 
 

2. Personal Electronic Devices / Communication Devices: 
 

The use of Mobile Phones/ MP3Players/ iPods/ iPads/ Pagers/ Radios, 
Communication Devices and/or other similar Sound/Communication 
Devices on the green and immediate surrounds during play is not 
permitted. 

 
Should a Player have a legitimate reason (personal emergency or 
medical or emergency services personnel) to answer a mobile phone 
they must have permission from the controlling body and notify the 
Umpire of the day - prior to playing. 

 
In this instance, the phone can be carried on the player but must be on 
silent / vibrating (only) and responded to on the bank away from play. 

 

If a Player is observed to be using a mobile phone or any sound device 
as described above on the green the Umpire will warn the Player and 
advise the Skip, the manager and/or the controlling body. 

 
Please note coaches and others are able to use electronic devices on 
the banks and surrounds to record relevant data of the players under 
their management. 

 
 

If the Player is found to be using a mobile phone or any other sound 
device as described above on a second occasion the Umpire will 
immediately suspend the player for the remainder of the day. Should this 



penalty be applied, no replacement or substitute Player will be allowed 
for his/her Team. 

 

In a Team game the defaulting Team will forfeit the game to their 
Opponent. 

 

In a Side game BA Domestic Regulations 2.5.1.1, 2.5.1.2 and 2.5.1.3 
will apply. 

 

A replacement player is not permitted for a singles player. BA Domestic 
Regulation 2.4.6. 

 

Players with a hearing impairment may use communication devices 
provided they provide a current medical evidence from a doctor stating 
that the device is required. These devices may only be used when the 
player’s team is in possession of the rink and must not disturb any other 
players. 

 

Hearing aids are permitted at all times unless otherwise stated in the 
Conditions of Play. 

 

An umpire may refer to their mobile phone on the green or bank if they 

are using the Laws of the Sport application that is now available. 

 

 
• Please note this policy is in line with the fast pace of advances and 

the growing uses of technology and its applications will need 

reviewed at least annually. 


