
BOWLING GREEN CANOPIES

Waikerie Bowling Club, SA



BOWLING GREEN SHADE  
SPECIALISTS
The MakMax Australia team of in-house engineers and 
designers specialise in bespoke shade and weather 
protection for bowling clubs right around Australia.

MakMax Australia are experts in designing and constructing 
premium, long-span roof structures for stadiums and 
sporting facilities and we have an extensive project portfolio 
with bowling clubs including;

	» Single and multiple bowling green canopies.
	» Shade canopies for player ends.
	» Commercial umbrellas and modular shade 

structures for hospitality and spectator areas.

As the official shade partner for Bowls Australia since 2011, 
we have a history of supporting and understanding the 
needs of bowling clubs and can successfully design and 
build a world-class bowling green canopy for your club.

Enoggera Bowls Club, Pickering Place, QLD

WHY INSTALL A BOWLING GREEN CANOPY?
	» A custom-designed bowling green canopy by MakMax Australia offers protection from the sun, 

blocking 100% of harmful UV rays, while the natural air-flow under the canopy keeps players cool 
and comfortable.

	» Bowling green canopies also protect against wind, rain and hail, allowing you to maximise the use 
of your bowling green. Club competitions can be held year-round, regardless of the weather.

	» A translucent membrane roof is particularly suitable for sports like bowls, as they provide an even 
natural light with very little shadowing during the day.

	» With a fully-integrated lighting system, night-time use of the bowling green adds a range of social 
opportunities, from barefoot bowls and social club competitions, to private or community functions 
and events.

	» Designed to cover synthetic greens, a canopy will minimise maintenance and maximise the 
longevity of the surface.

	» Unique and highly noticeable, a bespoke bowling green canopy will attract players, spectators and 
social visitors to your club and become a focal point for the local community.

Torrensville Bowling Club, SA

The canopy gave us surety of play during the winter months 
after reopening from COVID-19. It has also given us surety of 
play for events/tournaments we plan for the future.
Brenton Rolton, Secretary Torrensville Bowling Club



DESIGN. ENGINEER. FABRICATE. INSTALL.
Custom-made with the comfort of your patrons, players and 
customers in mind, our lightweight, premium shade and 
weather solutions are highly functional and architecturally 
unique.

Our in-house design team works collaboratively with you 
to create and deliver your project vision. Functionality, 
constructibility and aesthetic considerations are at the 
forefront of all design details. 

As a bespoke bowls canopy specialist, we take into 
consideration your club’s location, climate, prevailing 
winds, geotechnical profile, drainage, site access and all 
relevant club requirements. We commit to delivering an 
efficient and iconic design for your bowling green canopy.

By combining architectural designs with state-of-the-art 
engineering solutions, we are able to anticipate any and all 
onsite challenges to ensure your project quality is second 
to none.

Offering complete ‘turn-key’ solutions, our expert project 
managers and installation team deliver on the construction 
of the project, with the install phase rigorously planned to 
ensure minimal impact on your venue’s activities.

Our custom-designed fabric structures are built to withstand 
the harsh Australian environment, with the longest life-span 
and lowest maintenance on the market.

MakMax Australia is proud to be part of the Taiyo Kogyo Group, 
ensuring our clients benefit from the global experience, 
knowledge and technology of the largest tensile membrane 
structure company in the world. 

With worldwide offices and fabrication facilities, as well as a 
cutting-edge R&D testing centre in Japan, the group shares 
an extensive knowledge on the latest technology and trends 
in fabric architecture.

“I guarantee that we have the best design, engineering, project 
management and fabrication team in Australia, the best 
possible choice for your bowls club”
Mike Lester, MakMax Australia Chairman

“
”

Club Sapphire Merimbula, NSW Wests New Lambton Bowling Club, NSW
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THE FLATBACK 
(Barrel Vault Design)
Parallel arches reinforced with perpendicular struts 
create a clean, simple and efficient roof covering with a 
natural barrel-vaulted fabric shape.

Rain Protection
	» Guttering and drainage are designed appropriate 

to annual rainfall predictions, based on our 
hydraulic calculations.

	» We can include additional shutters or roll down 
blinds to shield against angled rain.

	» Side-panels or awnings can be added to connect 
the green to the clubhouse, offering additional 
protection for players and spectators.

Lighting & Electronic Systems
	» LED lighting is used effectively to bounce light off 

the membrane creating an even, diffused light.
	» We provide a computer-analysed lighting design 

on every project (LUX models).
	» We can provide any level of illumination (LUX level).
	» Adding dimmers to the lighting system can 

provide even more control.
	» Audio/PA Systems and Scoreboards can also 

be integrated into the design.

Heating
	» Infrared or Gas Radiant Heaters can be installed 

over the bowler ends for clubs that experience 
cold winters.

Wind Protection
	» Structures can be designed with low-end profiles 

or lower sides.
	» Low-sides can be added to the whole structure,  

or just the sides facing the prevailing wind.
	» Canopies and steel supports can be designed to 

resist wind speed for all wind regions in Australia.

THE LOGGERHEAD 
(Vertical Arched Peak Design) 
Contrasting peaked central arches with valley cables and 
ribbed arched struts around the perimeter, this canopy 
style feels incredibly lightweight and open.

THE HAWKSBILL 
(Leaning Arched Design)
A striking visual design employs leaning arches and 
valley cables to create the exciting sawtooth profile.

MAKMAX BOWLING GREEN CANOPIES
Offering a full bespoke design solution, MakMax offers limitless possibilities in creating a unique bowling green canopy for your club. We start with a range of tried and tested canopy styles,  
designed and engineered by MakMax’s in-house team of technical experts, and then we customise each and every detail for your club. Some of our most popular canopy designs include;

BESPOKE DESIGN
MakMax engineers and designers take 
a wide range of factors into account, 
including soil reports, sun studies, 
annual rainfall studies, wind simulations, 
the amount of natural light and/or any 
local council requirements to design, 
engineer, fabricate and install the most 
suitable long-lasting shade and weather 
protection for your club. 

Talk to our sales team about your club’s 
requirements and we’ll walk you through 
every step in creating a beautiful, iconic 
and unique bowling green canopy.
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HIGH-TECH MEMBRANES
MakMax Australia offers a range of the best PVC or PTFE membranes in the world. We choose 
membranes with the most suitable properties for attractive and long-lasting bowling green covers.

	» Both PVC and PTFE effectively block UV rays.
	» Both PVC and PTFE membranes are weatherproof.
	» A more affordable option, PVC is also recyclable at the end of the 

usable life.
	» We recommend the use of “Nano” coated PVC, a premium and longer 

lasting coated fabric that does not stain as easily other brands. Our 
global buying power means we can offer this premium option that similar 
price to mid-range fabrics.

	» PTFE membranes have a higher translucency. This means that with a 
PTFE membrane you will have longer daylight playing time and more 
light on the green on overcast days.

	» PTFE membranes repel dirt and pollutants and have superior self-cleaning 
properties to PVC. This results in lower cleaning and maintenance costs 
throughout the life of the structure.

	» With a 45 year+ life-span, PTFE is a more durable, long-life membrane; 
and requires less cleaning and maintenance.

TURN-KEY SOLUTIONS FOR YOUR PROJECT
MakMax Australia has extensive experience creating a wide range of architectural shade and weather solutions and 
has the capability of managing your project all the way. 

The MakMax Australia difference;
	» Our sales team and project managers all have architectural, construction or engineering backgrounds, 

offering you expert first-hand knowledge and experience you can trust.
	» Our team are happy to develop a preliminary design and a budget to help your club understand the costs 

involved. This initial proposal will also assist if your club is applying for grants.
	» In-house fabrication with QA controls, closely monitored by our engineers, draftsmen and project 

managers. All components are fabricated as designed, avoiding any impact on the construction phase.
	» We have appropriate construction licenses in all relevant states and territories and can also work closely with 

local installers and subcontractors to manage the construction of your bowling green canopy.
	» With more bowling green canopies constructed in Australia than anyone else, we have the depth of experience 

and expertise in value management that allows us to create complex structures efficiently and economically. 
	» We have a commitment to quality, holding ISO certification in three standards: ISO 9001, ISO 14001, ISO 45001.
	» Global knowledge, local experience - as part of the global Taiyo Kogyo Group, we can offer surety of financial 

stability, so if you need help with your canopy in 20 years, we’ll still be here to take your call.
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Wests New Lambton Bowling Club, NSW



“When Moama Bowling Club made the decision to engage MakMax 
Australia to deliver our Bowling Green Shade Cover, it was based 
on their ability, experience and reputation within the industry. It 
also became evident to us, when discussing the finer points of 
construction, engineering and project detail that MakMax would 
deliver a superior service and product. MakMax have an in-house 
team of qualified engineers, drafts people and architects. 

They were responsive to our club’s needs, capable of customising 
our structure, delivering a final product that would enhance our 
club, maximise green usage and with the best price. MakMax’s 
attention to detail and customer service have been first class and 
I have no hesitation in recommending MakMax as the Bowling Club 
Green Shade Cover Specialists.” 

LIAM FLEMING – OPERATIONS MANAGER - MOAMA BOWLING CLUB

Moama Bowling Club

Club Pine Rivers, QLDWenty Leagues Bowling Club, NSW

Moama Bowling Club, NSW

Cabramatta Bowling Club, NSW

Location Moama, NSW

Completed Date February 2017

Size 42m x 60m (2755m2) - 1½ Greens

Fabric PTFE



Belmont Golf & Bowls Club,  NSW

Playford Bowling Club, SA

East Maitland Bowling Club, NSW

Cooktown Bowls Club, QLD

Salisbury Bowling Club, SA



Sandhills Sports cLub, Bargara, QLD City of Geelong Bowls Club, VIC

We reckon it’s perfect and we’ve seen most of 
them, the Rolls Royce of fabric roof structures, 
no doubt.
David Allen, Former Chariman, Karingal Bowls Club, VIC

Waikerie Bowling Club, SA



Berwick Bowls Club, VICBateau Bay Bowls Club, NSWCluBarham, Barham NSW

Thank-you MakMax for your professionalism on this project, 
there was minimal disruption and we’re delighted with 
the final product. Our members have been lining up to 
get a roll up and we look forward to hosting tournaments 
and welcoming visiting bowlers to our club to play on this 
magnificent indoor green.
Wayne Moffatt, General Manager, Club Helensvale, QLD

Coomealla Memorial Sporting Club, NSW



SUMBIT A ‘SHOVEL-READY’ GRANT APPLICATION
The cost of a full canopy may seem out of reach for some 
clubs without the support of a local or state funding grant. 

We know that a great deal of time and effort goes into 
submitting for grant funding though your local council or 
state sports body, and clubs who are willing/able to invest in 
some preliminary project design and investigation work so 
that their project is “Shovel Ready” can have greater success 
in gaining grants. 

While an initial investment of time and money in preliminaries 
is no guarantee of a successful grant application, it will 
increase your chances and help to highlight any potential 
risks involved in undertaking the project. 

If your club is confident engaging local council, architects, 
specialist consultants and town planners, etc. MakMax 
Australia can assist by providing basic design drawings and 
high-level cost estimates for your application and planning.

For more detailed advice and assistance, we are pleased to 
offer a Pre-Construction Services Agreement.

MAKMAX AUSTRALIA’S PRE-CONSTRUCTION SERVICES AGREEMENT (PCSA)
As Registered Engineers and Licensed Builders, MakMax Australia can assist with the process of 
formalising these preliminary steps with our paid PCSA service. Every project will encounter different 
challenges during the preliminary phase and may require a different approach; let MakMax help 
manage the process and provide a one-stop-shop for your ‘shovel-ready’ preliminaries. 

Preliminary Design
	» MakMax Australia can produce a 3D design model and renders of your bowling green canopy or 

shade structure, along with detailed design & engineering drawings.
	» Produce preliminary reaction loadings of the fabric structure.
	» Site layout plan of the proposed development works.

Site Investigations 
	» Geotechnical Report.
	» Services Locations.
	» Feature & Level Surveys.
	» Advice regarding foundation options.
	» Construction planning, programme & works sequencing.

Engage Consultants
	» Seek preliminary advice on DA requirements (Local Council).
	» Consultation with relevant authorities (Town Planner).
	» Produce and issue DA drawing set (Architect or Architectural Drafting Design Service).
	» Provide engineering letter to confirm the design when built will be fully certified for both design 

and construction.

Submit Development Approval Application
	» MakMax can provide budget pricing of the fabric structure including steel, footing and installation.
	» MakMax Australia will arrange for a local certifier to submit the Council DA Application.

DESIGN SERVICE



OTHER MAKMAX PRODUCTS
MakMax Australia provides a range of shade solutions for 
your club. Maximise the use of your dining and function 
areas with an architectural umbrella or shade structure. 
MakMax can also install larger modular shade structures 
for players, spectators or function spaces.

Architectural Umbrellas

360 Player-End Shade Covering Single Player-End TensoShade Connecting Awning

Custom Shade Structure Architectural Umbrellas Modular Shade Structure



“Bowls Australia works with all of its sponsors really closely and without them we wouldn’t be able to put on great events like the 
Australian Open. Having long term partners like MakMax enables us to work together to design the needs and structures for all 
types of clubs, of all a range of sizes, right throughout all states of Australia.
MakMax is been the preferred supplier of canopy structures for Bowls Australia since 2011, and over that time they’ve really 
developed a great understanding of grassroots bowls and their needs, from the community level all the way up. At the club level, 
MakMax has worked with some of our premier clubs, including the great homes of the Bowls Premier League, Moama Bowling Club 
and Club Pine Rivers.”

Matthew Kennedy, CEO, Bowls Australia.

MakMax Australia
1300 625 629  |  info@makmax.com.au  |  www.makmax.com.au 

Design. Engineer. Fabricate. Install.

Bowls Australia CEO Matthew Kennedy & John Rovera from MakMax

Rev 5 - September 2023


